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#1 Emerald and diamond earrings from 
Harry Winston
Diamonds are a girl’s best friend, according to 
the 1953 film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. So adding 
emeralds to that mix must create an aesthetic 
dream team. Legendary American jeweller 
Harry Winston, who receives a mention in the 
aforementioned film, has draped exquisite 
jewels over the most illustrious of hands, necks 
and ears; from Marylin Monroe to Elizabeth 
Taylor; Madonna to Angelina Jolie. Now, 
Bonhams are offering the opportunity to 
sparkle like the stars, with this pair of emerald 
and diamond earrings in their Fine Jewellery 
Sale. The octagonal step-cut emeralds come in 
at an impressive 12.02 carats and 11.72 carats 
respectively, with a border of pear-shaped, 
marquise-cut diamonds, measuring in at 2.5cm 
and signed, Winston. 
Expected value £150,000-200,000. ‘The Fine Jewellery 
Sale’ at Bonhams. 30 April 2014 (bonhams.com)

#2 The Young Hercules 
Christie’s holds the world auction record for  
the highest price ever achieved for an ancient 
classical marble sculpture for the sale of a Roman 
statue of Jenkins Venus in 2002, which reached 
£7,926,650. Although this sale is set to reach 
slightly lower figures, we are still very excited. 
Hercules was famed in classical mythology for his 
notorious strength and far-reaching adventures. 
Yet, leading the bi-annual Antiquities sale at 
Christie’s, we see a rare depiction of the son of 
Zeus as a cherubically plump child, adorning a 
Neamean lion skin, rather than a strong, 
strapping hero. The collection spans the ancient 
world from the Third Millennium B.C. to the 
Eleventh Century A.D., which formerly resided in 

the collection of French diplomat and noted 
novelist, Roger Peyrefitte until he died in 
November 2000.  Ancient gold and silver statuettes 
also come from Derek Content, who initially 
started a collection in the 1970s due to the lack of 
classical sculptures in precious metals, including a 
rare figure of Cerberus, the mythological three-
headed dog who guarded the gates of Hades.   
Expected value £100,000-£150,000. The Antiquities 
Sale at Christie’s, King Street. 2 April 2014  
(christies.com)

#3 ‘The Procession of Mahmal Through 
the Streets of Cairo’ by Ludwig Deutsch 
The majority of Orientalist art was created by 
Western 19th and early 20th-century artists, who 
travelled to give their own glimpse of a new and 
unexplored world of the Middle-East and 
East-Asian cultures, to enlighten their audiences 
at home. The works are said to not have 
depicted a colonialist agenda, but rather visual 
embodiments of their first-hand experiences. As 
part of Sotheby’s Orientalist and Islamic Week, 
the auction house is presenting various 
masterpieces, both paintings and sculptures, as 
part of The Orientalist Sale. The works, which 
have are becoming increasingly coveted, 
comprise a collection from leading European 
and American artists such as Ludwig Deutsch, 
David Roberts and Etienne Dinet. The Procession 
of Mahmal Through the Streets of Cairo by Austrian 
artists Deutsch, is an archetypal example of this 
genre, which captures the essence of the 
Egyptian city on canvas, encapsulating the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Expected value £1,000,000- 1,500,000. The 
Orientalist Sale at Sotheby’s London, 8 April 2014 
(sothebys.com)
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