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fIRST SERVE fIRST CLASS
American Airlines has become the first and only U.S carrier to offer fully-flattening 
first and business class seats on coast-to-coast flights. The new fleet operates 
between the long-haul domestic routes between New York and Los Angeles, and 
New York and San Francisco. The fleet of new Airbus A321Ts offers three classes 
of service – economy, business and first – and is the only U.S carrier to do so 
between these key markets. On top of this offering, to further improve the quality 
of the journey, each plane’s cabin is accessible to air-to-ground wi-fi technology 
and each seat has an AC power port and a USB port. Up in first class, there’s also 
an espresso and cappuccino machine – it hardly gets more civilised than that.
D americanairlines.co.uk
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Here
ChARLoTTE STREET hoTEL
Just moments away from Oxford Street sits the serene, yet suitably 
buzzing, Charlotte Street Hotel. With interior design by Kit Kemp, expect 
to see her signature English floral patterns and a huge collection of 
British contemporary art. The hotel, which was once a not-so-glamorous 
dental warehouse, houses 52 bedrooms and additional suites. Each of 
which is designed with understated English glamour and brightened 
with bold accents of cerise pink and lime green. Equipped with three 
private meeting rooms and a state-of-the-art screening room, it caters 
for every business need. Sip on a Hemingway Special classic cocktail 
before indulging on lobster thermidor in the hotel brassiere, Oscar’s. 
D Penthouse suite, from £990 per night, firmdalehotels.com

There
ThE UPPER hoUSE, hoNG koNG  
Located in the heart of Hong Kong’s business district, The Upper House 
enjoys convenience and dreamlike views from the clouds over the 
city. Designed by Andre Fu who is responsible for one of The Shard’s 
bars, Gong, the hotel fuses high-style with the classic Asian materials, 
including original artworks and specially commissioned sculptures. In 
the rooms, which are the largest bedrooms in Hong Kong, you’ll find 
panoramic windows, yoga mats and bathrooms the size of a small 
apartment with walk-in rain showers. The hotel is proudly eco-friendly, 
featuring in-room body motion sensors to save electricity, paperless 
check-in via iPad and hybrid private hire cars.  
D Studio 70 room, from £345 per night, upperhouse.com

whERE To STAy
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ThE hEAdPhoNES
Whether you want to watch the in-flight entertainment, 
listen to your own music, or simply shut out the noise of 
the aircraft, you’re going to need a high-quality pair of 
headphones. These Bang & Olufsen H3’s are the travellers 
dream: comfortable, lightweight and robust, with acoustic 
precision. The headphones come in a variety of colours for 
all tastes, including their latest reincarnation in gold.
D BeoPlay H3 Headphones, £169, Bang & Olufsen, South Colonnade 

ThE ESSENTIAL SoCkS  
Long-haul flights can leave you 
uncomfortable and restless, but slipping on 
a pair of cashmere socks is bound to provide 
some relief – plus they’re extremely cosy. 
The White Company have created a range of 
beautifully soft and snug socks, available in 
various colours, from charcoal to vintage pink.   
D Cashmere Bed Socks, £32 a pair, The White 

Company, Jubilee Place 

ThE SPRAy foR hER 
Don’t be put off by the ‘cologne’ name – Jo Malone’s 
scents are made for women and men, and this 
travel-size sleek bottle will fit perfectly in your 
carry-on bag. The scent of earl grey and cucumber 
is sure to perk you up after a long flight and, when 
in far-away lands, it might remind you of classic 
English afternoon tea in case you get homesick. 
D Earl Grey & Cucumber Cologne, £41 for 30ml, 

Jo Malone, Jubilee Place

how To 
do IT

Essential additions to 
make that long-haul excursion 

a little more comfortable

ThE TECh 
The world is at our finger tips 
with the iPad, and the Mini 
model is the perfect travel 
companion, slipping delicately 
in to your bag weighing almost 
nothing at all. If you’re prepared 
beforehand, you could download 
a movie, TV series or that book 
you’ve been meaning to catch up 
on, sit back and enjoy. If you’re 
not, there’s always Angry Birds…
D Apple iPad Mini 16GB, £249, 

Currys PC World, Canada Place  

ThE SmART NoTEBook 
If you conduct business whilst travelling, then the Evernote 
Collection by Moleskine might just be your new best gadget. 
Moleskin has teamed up with Evernote to help you transition 
from analog to digital with a notebook that keeps you on top of 
your notes, deadlines and meetings across multiple devices. It 
also includes a three-month subscription to Evernote Premium.  
D Evernote Notebook, £25.50, Moleskine, Cabot Place
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ThE SPRAy foR hIm
You can always rely on Acqua Di Parma to be your trusty 
plane partner, coming in a carry-on friendly 30 ml size and 
in its own elegant leather case. The exclusive cologne made 
from Sicilian citrus fruits and lavender is the ideal go-to spritz 
to make you feel refreshed and ready to step off the plane.
D Colonia Assoluta Travel Spray, £81, 

Acqua Di Parma, acquadiparma.com
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mAN BAGS 
Choosing your travel kit is 
one of the more acceptable 
times to fret about which man 
bag you want. You need it to 
be durable, unique enough to 
stand out on the carrousel, not 
so unique as to really stand 
out, and with the right sort of 
pockets for your gadgets. This 
summer, Berluti has launched 
the Tela canvas collection for 
men. The collection includes 
five different styles of bag in 
taupe-coloured canvas which 
is dyed and hand patinated. It 
includes a weekend bag and 
trolley carry-on. 
D Tela Canvas Collection, from 

£1,960, Berluti, berluti.com

GIVE A LITTLE 
CREdIT 
For every frequent-flyer with a 
wallet cluttered with stray dollars, 
the odd euro and a few yen, or 
every business making loss on 
currency conversions, there’s 
Caxton FX. Caxton FX is the leading 
provider of international currency 
cards – an alternative to using 
credit cards abroad. The cards let 
users lock in an exchange rate at 
the time they purchase currency, 
even if they don’t use the card for 
months. Caxton FX also offers a 
cost-reducing service for companies 
making international payments.
D caxtonfx.com 

BUdGET RECAP: 
PRIVATE JET TAx
In George Osborne’s March Budget, he unveiled 
plans to tax all private jets with the air 
passenger duty (APD) levied on private jets to 
be as much as four to six times the amount 
levied on economy class flights. Furthermore, 
all long-haul flights will be subject to the band 
B tax rate. The current standard rate for band 
B is £134, and this tax will now apply to all 
long-haul flights with the higher bands C and 
D to be abolished. Critics have voiced concerns 
that the private jet tax will impact British 

companies more so than overseas operators: 
a recent survey from BACA, a private aviation 
industry body, found that more than 25 per cent 
of overseas operators flying into the UK are not 
paying APD. Furthermore, there are concerns an 
increase in tax could discourage inbound and 
outbound tourism. However, supporters of the 
move argue that the flawed APD system has 
been greatly simplified with the introduction of 
a two band APD rate system. 
D gov.uk


